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Request for Proposal # 2020-052
Epidemiologist- Consultant for PATH
I. Summary of Deadlines
	Release of Request for Proposal
	13/10/2020

	Confirmation of interest in the proposal
	20/10/2020

	Fact-finding questions received by
	23/10/ 2020

	Response to fact-finding questions
	26/10/2020

	Proposals due 
	30/10/2020

	Selection of short-listed suppliers
	04/11/2020

	Interviews with short-listed suppliers
	05-09/11/2020

	Bidders notified of decision
	12/11/2020


Note that PATH reserves the right to modify this schedule as needed. All parties will be notified simultaneously by email of any changes.

II. PATH Statement of Business

PATH is the leader in global health innovation. An international nonprofit organization, we save lives and improve health, especially among women and children. We accelerate innovation across five platforms—vaccines, drugs, diagnostics, devices, and system and service innovations—that harness our entrepreneurial insight, scientific and public health expertise, and passion for health equity. By mobilizing partners around the world, we take innovation to scale, working alongside countries primarily in Africa and Asia to tackle their greatest health needs. Together, we deliver measurable results that disrupt the cycle of poor health. Learn more at www.path.org.
III. Project Background
Improving Access to Covid-19 Testing in India through system Strengthening
A.
Project Background: 
As India surpasses many countries in the global COVID-19 case incidence, the Government has increased its testing significantly. However, there is still a discrepancy between the need-based demand for testing and the current testing rate in multiple states in the country. To close the gap of supply and need, it is required to ramp up testing especially in areas and populations with rapid increase in cases. Certain barriers like the absence of a differentiated testing mechanism, the absence of rationalized use of existing resources, faltering test reports, increased turnaround time for a confirmatory diagnosis, limited or delayed adoption of new technologies, and lack of peer learning has led to suboptimal testing rates and inequality in access.

Through this project, PATH aims to demonstrate cost-effective, sustainable, and scalable testing solution packages. This would consist of leveraging private sector laboratories, capacity building public sector laboratories, testing new and approved technologies, prioritizing populations on the basis of socio-economic variables, co-morbidities, and occupational vulnerability through differentiated testing strategies, improving contact tracing through repeat testing, and technical support for operationalizing new testing strategies on resuming economic activities with the aim to disrupt COVID-19 transmission through equitable, affordable, and high-quality testing services. We will support the local governments in convening the relevant stakeholders like government organizations, diagnostic laboratory chains, medical colleges, partner organizations and community based local organizations at the state level to increase the reach and equitable distribution of the testing facilities.
The project aims to deliver data-driven decision support tools, a playbook for implementation and scale-up of different operating models, costing of various testing strategies, and mapping of laboratories and their capacity to conduct COVID-19 tests to district administrations. It will inform government resourcing to eventually increase the coverage of COVID-19 testing and improve equitable distribution of the testing solutions. An iterative design that is differentiated, need based and data driven, with the dynamic implementation modified to fit the local context are the key characteristics of this project. The final goal achieved would be creating sustainable COVID-19 containment models that prepare and reinforce the health system for future pandemics.
B. Proposed Project Timeline:  November 2020 to August 2021

IV. Scope of Work and Deliverables
A. Scope of Work: 
Title: Epidemiologist (One) Location: Delhi

Division: India Country Program (RF C-19 Project)

PATH is currently recruiting an epidemiologist to provide support for an upcoming PATH’s COVID-19 work in multiple states of engagement. 
PATH is a global organization that works to accelerate health equity by bringing together public institutions, businesses, social enterprises, and investors to solve the world’s most pressing health challenges. With expertise in science, health, economics, technology, advocacy, and dozens of other specialties, PATH develops and scales solutions—including vaccines, drugs, devices, diagnostics, and innovative approaches to strengthening health systems worldwide. International development and global health represent one of the greatest opportunities for the impact of digital technologies on a global scale. New technologies, approaches and tools are emerging daily, unfortunately into a fragmented and immature digital health market landscape that currently limits their promise to transform country health systems and accelerate and amplify progress towards national and global health goals. 

Consultancy Purpose: 

The Epidemiologist will guide and inform PATH’s work on increasing the access to COVID testing in multiple States of India. This person will also be responsible for providing strategic direction for the implementation of the specific project related activities, assist the state in framing relevant research protocols related to COVID-19, guide and develop project strategy and policies. The Epidemiologist may serve as subject matter advisor for other programs and projects. 

Responsibilities:

· Mentor program staff on public health surveillance system and epidemiological studies

· Provide expert advice to State teams and State level technical taskforce

· Work with partner organization on projections of COVID-19 hotspot and other similar projections based on the requirement 

· Share expertise on best practices on COVID-19 testing in States

· Liaison with ICMR and other organization for project objectives

Required skills and experience:

· Post graduate degree in Community Medicine/ Epidemiology, PhD desirable on a topic related to clinical or social epidemiology (In case of firm/company, at-least Principal Investigator should posses this qualification)
· Minimum ten years of experience in technical assistance support to Governments at the National level or State level 

· Demonstrated professional leadership and ability to coordinate with senior leadership in State/National health leadership

· Expertise in principles and processes of COVID-19, public healthcare in India & surveillance, conducting environmental and social impact assessments 

· Excellent written and oral communication skills. Knowledge of Hindi in addition to English will be preferred

· Demonstrable problem-solving and analytical skills.
B. Deliverables:  
· Rapid analysis and synthesis of emerging COVID-19 data to guide strategies for the project and Government

· Evidence based technical documents for state support during the project implementation

· Contribute to creating scientific documents, publications, standard operating procedures, guidelines

· Periodic documents based on secondary research involving the changing policies, guidelines and best practices for COVID-19

· Interpreting data to synthesize actionable items periodically informing the COVID task force

V. Proposal Requirements - Financial
Provide itemized costs for the total scope of this project, based on the scope of work and deliverables outlined in Section IV. The final scope of work may be subject to negotiation; however, bidder selection will be made against the original scope of work. Bids should include itemized costs for key elements of the scope of work, as follows: 
· Percent participation in total level of effort according to key staff.

· Rates of key staff.

· Estimated total level of effort and associated costs.

· Itemization of all other costs, e.g., agency costs, agency fees, sub-contracted resources, administrative costs, supplies, tax, etc.
·  Audited Cost statement if the proposal includes any indirect cost

· Rate justification supporting documents from earlier assignments having same or more rate in contract.

VI. Proposal Requirements – Technical 
Provide a narrative on your technical approach to accomplish the Scope of Work and Deliverables per section IV, including: 
· Description of technical approach.
· Discussion of project management and roles of project team.
· Timeline to meet the deliverables.
· Potential obstacles and plan to overcome them.
· Identification of major internal and external resources.
Provide information on your overall qualifications, including:
· Profile of relevant corporate qualifications.

· Profile of relevant experience and examples of related work.

· Qualifications of key members of the proposed project team (attach CVs and provide details of back-up/standby teams).

· Number of years in business.

· If your company has more than one location, please indicate these qualifications for the site that is responding.

VII. Proposal Evaluation Criteria 
The following is a list of significant criteria against which proposals will be assessed. The criteria are listed in order of priority; however, they are not weighted.
A. Technical 
B. Experience
C. Costs

Note: PATH reserves the right to include additional criteria. 
VIII. Instructions and Deadlines for Responding

A. PATH contacts
Technical/Program Contact: Nimmy Dominic, ndominic@path.org
Procurement Contact: Sushil Pandey, spandey@path.org
B. Confirmation of interest

Please send a statement acknowledging receipt of this solicitation and your intent to respond or not respond no later than 20/10/2020 Send the confirmation to the contacts listed above.

C. Fact-finding questions

Questions on this solicitation will be accepted via email to the contacts listed above through 23/10/2020. Questions and answers to all questions will be provided on 26/10/2020 to all participants who confirmed interest. Please note that responses will not be confidential except in cases where proprietary information is involved. Inquiries after this date cannot be accommodated. 
D. Proposals due: 30/10/2020
Completed proposals should be submitted by email to the contacts listed above. The subject line of the email should read: RFP # 2020-052 your company name. 
E. Selection of short-list

PATH reserves the right to select a short list from the bids received. PATH has the option to interview and discuss specific details with those candidates who are on the short-list. 

F. Conclusion of process

Applicants will be notified of PATH’s decision by date. Final award is subject to the terms and conditions included in this solicitation, as well as successful final negotiations of all applicable terms and conditions affecting this work.

IX. Terms and Conditions of the Solicitation

A. Notice of non-binding solicitation

PATH reserves the right to reject any and all bids received in response to this solicitation and is in no way bound to accept any proposal. 

B. Confidentiality

All information provided by PATH as part of this solicitation must be treated as confidential. In the event that any information is inappropriately released, PATH will seek appropriate remedies as allowed. Proposals, discussions, and all information received in response to this solicitation will be held as strictly confidential, except as otherwise noted.
C. Conflict of interest disclosure

Suppliers bidding on PATH business must disclose, to the procurement contact listed in the RFP, any actual or potential conflicts of interest.  Conflicts of interest could be present if; there is a personal relationship with a PATH staff member that constitutes a significant financial interest, board memberships, other employment, and ownership or rights in intellectual property that may be in conflict with the supplier’s obligations to PATH. Suppliers and PATH are protected when actual or perceived conflicts of interest are disclosed.  When necessary, PATH will create a management plan that provides mitigation of potential risks presented by the disclosed conflict of interest.

D. Communication

All communications regarding this solicitation shall be directed to appropriate parties at PATH indicated in Section VIII. A. Contacting third parties involved in the project, the review panel, or any other party may be considered a conflict of interest and could result in disqualification of the proposal.

E. Acceptance

Acceptance of a proposal does not imply acceptance of its terms and conditions. PATH reserves the option to negotiate on the final terms and conditions. We additionally reserve the right to negotiate the substance of the finalists’ proposals, as well as the option of accepting partial components of a proposal if appropriate.
F. Right to final negotiations 

PATH reserves the option to negotiate on the final costs and final scope of work, and also reserves the option to limit or include third parties at PATH’s sole and full discretion in such negotiations. 
G. Third-party limitations

PATH does not represent, warrant, or act as an agent for any third party as a result of this solicitation. This solicitation does not authorize any third party to bind or commit PATH in any way without our express written consent.

H. Proposal Validity


Proposals submitted under this request shall be valid for 90 days from the date the proposal is due. The validity period shall be stated in the proposal submitted to PATH. 
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