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Program for Appropriate Technology in Health

PATH Wins “HealthTech” Again
$17 million Awarded for PATH’s Innovative Technology Solutions

PATH has won a competitive bid for a cooperative
agreement with the United States Agency for

International Development (USAID) for continuation
of HealthTech, a project that helps bridge the health
technology gap in developing countries. The award
provides $17 million over five years. This is the fourth
such agreement between USAID and PATH since
1987.

The goal of HealthTech is to improve health
through the development and introduction of afford-
able, appropriate technologies. Through HealthTech,
PATH provides a wide array of innovative technology
solutions and technology-related services and capabili-
ties. These include:
• Identifying health, family planning, and nutrition

needs that can be met through technology
solutions.

• Designing, testing, and adapting affordable health,
family planning, and nutrition products, diagnos-
tics, and immunization-related systems appropriate
to the needs of resource-poor populations.

• Providing technical and programmatic advice,
assistance, and advocacy on technology-related
issues to international health agencies.

Easy-to-use, low-cost diagnostic tests for HIV,
hepatitis B and tuberculosis are now produced
in several developing countries.

An inexpensive delivery
kit containing soap, a
clean razor blade, and
other items can be used
by midwives or family
members assisting in
home births.

Medical waste technologies address the problem
of contaminated waste resulting from use of
disposable syringes and needles.

Special labels for vials of vaccine change color with
heat exposure, indicating whether the vaccine is
still safe to use.

• Developing partnerships between industry and the
public health sector that create mutually beneficial
opportunities.

• Transferring technologies and skills in manufactur-
ing and quality management to local health
product companies.

• Developing model programs to demonstrate the
effectiveness of technologies as well as strategies to
introduce and deliver them.
As our name suggests, developing and introducing

“appropriate technology” is central to PATH’s mission
of improving health worldwide. USAID’s HealthTech
funding ensures that PATH’s innovative technology
solutions will continue to benefit millions of people
around the world.

PATH has advanced more than 40
technologies through HealthTech.
Some examples:
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This year,
PATH will

carry out close
to 100 projects
that address our
three broad
goals of improv-
ing women’s
health, improv-
ing children’s health, and pre-
venting communicable diseases.

To ensure that we achieve the
greatest possible impact from—
and synergies between—all our
efforts, we recently reviewed our
activities and areas of expertise.
The outcome of this review was
the regrouping of several dozen
project teams into nine Strategic
Programs. These include:
• Technology Solutions
• Reproductive Health
• Maternal and Child Health/

Nutrition
• Adolescent Health
• HIV and AIDS
• Gender, Violence, and Rights
• Children’s Vaccine Program
• Malaria Vaccine Initiative
• Meningitis Vaccine Project

The Strategic Programs are
complemented by PATH’s
Country Programs, which focus
on identifying and addressing
local and regional health needs.
PATH currently has 20 offices in
12 countries around the world.
With strategic programming and
field-driven priorities, PATH will
be more effective than ever in
meeting our global health
mission.

Advocating for microbicide R&D… On October 17, nearly 70 Bay
Area leaders in public health, biotechnology, and philanthropy met
to explore ways to deliver on the promise of microbicides, a new
category of products that offer women protection from sexually
transmitted infections. The symposium was organized by The Global
Campaign for Microbicides, an international coalition managed by
PATH. In the face of the AIDS pandemic, the need for women-
controlled methods of protection is urgent. Millions of women have
little say over condom use. While an AIDS vaccine is at least a
decade away, microbicides in the form of foams or gels could be
available in half that time, given greater investment in research and
development. Support for the Campaign’s advocacy efforts comes
from the Ford Foundation and the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund.

Promoting “Dialogue” on women’s health and human rights…
PATH has published a collection of articles entitled Reproductive
Health, Gender, and Human Rights: A Dialogue. A follow-up to an
earlier conference sponsored by PATH and nine partner groups,
Dialogue includes a dozen articles by specialists in the public health
and human rights fields that highlight the linkages between women’s
health and human rights. Domestic violence, for example, clearly
harms women’s physical and psychological health. So do gender
norms that make women unable to refuse sex or insist on condom use.

PATH’s goals in publishing Dialogue are to draw attention to these
issues, encourage collaboration between the public health and hu-
man rights communities, and influence policy makers to protect and
promote women’s health by addressing  social, economic, and legal
factors as well as providing high-quality health services. The publica-
tion has received wide acclaim from governmental and non-govern-
mental agencies alike: all staff members of USAID’s Office of Popula-
tion and Office of Health and Nutrition received copies and both
CARE and Save the Children have requested multiple copies for
their field staff.  To date, 1500 copies have been distributed and over
2000 people have downloaded the “e-version” from PATH’s website.

Donate to PATH Online!

PATH’s website now offers an easy way to donate.
Simply go to our home page at www.path.org and
click on “Contribute To PATH.” You can use your
Visa or MasterCard and be assured that your
transaction is secure. Thank you for your support.

Dr. Christopher Elias
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It was the “literary event” of the
season—at least for the throng of

enthusiastic teens who joined
dignitaries and reporters in Nairobi
on August 3, 2001, for PATH’s
launch of Nuru: Challenges and
Choices, a comic book about young
love. The first in a three-volume
series, the comic is linked to a radio
soap opera, Life of Nuru, also
produced by PATH.

Comics and radio are just two of
the creative media PATH uses to
get vital health information across
to youth.

Nuru and her teenage friends
face all sorts of temptations and
turmoil in their choices about
relationships, dating, and sexual
behavior. Their fictional stories
reflect reality for many African
adolescents who, like teens
elsewhere, risk pregnancy or

sexually transmitted infections due
to lack of knowledge or confidence
to make healthy choices.

Nuru has a page-turner plot,
colorful graphics, and characters
with whom young people can
identify. Some characters act
irresponsibly and face the
consequences; others meet their
challenges with growing self-esteem
and the courage to do what they
know is right. Ideally, the comic
will cause readers to reflect and
resolve to protect their own and
others’ well-being.

Produced in English and
Kiswahili, the comic book was
extensively field tested with both
in-school and out-of-school youth
in urban and rural areas of Kenya.
Fifteen thousand copies will be
distributed through youth
organizations in Kenya, Uganda,
and Tanzania.

On radio, Nuru’s
adventures are part of a
weekly, half-hour
program, Between Us,
which also features a
“chat show” with
interviews, vox populi,
health news, and songs.
Both the soap opera and
chat show benefit from
continuous feedback from
listeners. Through radio
listening groups, the

Serious about “Fun and Games”
PATH Reaches Youth Through Creative Media

producers discover what questions
and topics are on listeners’ minds,
then address those topics in  future
shows.

Sexuality education is the goal
of another PATH creation, a board
game called Safari of Life. The game
provides a fun, safe context for
learning facts and expressing
feelings about sexuality. In typical
board game format, players roll dice
to move forward, drawing either
“Facts” or “Feelings” cards
depending on where they land. If
they correctly answer a “Facts”
question, they get another turn.
“Feelings” questions have no right
answers, but are designed to
generate discussion about
relationships and values. The game
can be adapted for various settings
(home, school, youth center) by

Continued on page 4

PATH’s comic book, Nuru: Challenges and Choices, is aimed
at a teen audience, like these Kenyan youth who helped celebrate
its launch.

Packed with comic book punch, the Nuru story
appeals to teens at the same time it provides
important health messages.
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Continued from page 3

Change of Address
PATH Moving to New Offices in Seattle

In early 2002, PATH will have a new Seattle address when we move
down the road to a new, larger building. While short in distance, the

move offers a long list of improvements over our current facilities. The best
news is that all of our more than 200 Seattle-based staff will be under one
roof for the first time in many years. The new, four-story facility includes a
laboratory, workshop, library, several large and small meeting rooms, staff
lunchroom, and parking garage in addition to enough offices and
workstations to accommodate PATH’s growing staff.

PATH’s address after February 1, 2002, will be 1455 NW Leary Way,
Seattle, WA 98107. We look forward to welcoming visitors to our new
Seattle headquarters.
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editing the selection of cards or
adding new questions on blank
cards provided in the set.

Originally developed for African
youth, Safari of Life is also popular
in the United States, winning
awards from toy evaluators and
acclaim from health educators.
Several hundred copies have been
distributed through international
agencies such as CARE and Save
the Children as well as local groups
from Bangladesh to Bolivia. In

enthusiastic recognition of the
value of Safari of Life, the United
States Agency for International
Development has sponsored a new
game entitled: A Young Man’s
Journey. With two card sets called
“Opinions” and “Quick-points,” this
game focuses on adolescent male
physiology, violence, and tolerance.

For PATH, “fun and games” are
serious matters. By finding creative
ways to inform and influence young
people’s healthy behavior, we all win!

Playing PATH’s board
game, Safari of Life, offers
a relaxed context for these
teenage boys in Kenya to
discuss facts and feelings
related to sexuality.


