
An invisible 
bounty

PATH’s manufactured 
“grain” adds nutrients 
to rice
The concept is simple. Every year 
30 to 50 percent of the world’s rice 
grains become imperfect or broken 
during the milling process. What if 
you ground this “second-rate” rice into 
fl our and added nutrients? You’d have 
a tool for fi ghting vitamin and nutrient 
defi ciencies in rice-consuming 
communities, which make up half 
of the world’s population. And what 
if the results looked just like regular 
rice, so that people didn’t even have 
to change their cooking and eating 
habits? Now that is ingenious. And it’s 
the story of our Ultra Rice® technology.

Every bite counts
Every third person on the planet 
suff ers from some form of  mal-
nutrition, which can cause birth 
defects, disability, and even death. 
Iron defi ciency aff ects about a billion 
people in the world. It robs children 
of the ability to learn, keeps adults 
from working to their full potential, 
and can be a serious threat to the 
lives of pregnant women. Vitamin 
A defi ciency puts an estimated 100 
million children at risk of blindness 
and death every year. Eliminating 
it could reduce child deaths in 
eff ected areas.

One very practical approach to 
alleviating malnutrition is fortifying 
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Flexible funds from individual donors have helped us bridge gaps in funding for research and development of 
the Ultra Rice technology—a promising solution to vitamin and nutrient defi ciencies that cause birth defects, 
disability, and death in millions of people around the world.
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food. In the United States, decades 
of experience demonstrate that food 
fortifi cation is a cost-eff ective and 
sustainable way to give people more 
nutritional value through foods they 
already eat. Just fortifying wheat with 
folic acid has resulted in a 50 to 80 
percent decrease in a common and 
particularly devastating birth defect.

To bring the benefi ts of fortifi cation to 
rice-consuming communities in the 
developing world, PATH developed 
Ultra Rice, a manufactured “grain” 
that can be mixed with rice to provide 
several nutrients all at once.

How it works
Ultra Rice grains are made from rice 
fl our, selected micronutrients, and 
ingredients that protect the added 
nutrients during storage and cooking. 
Th is combination is extruded through 

a rice-shaped mold, so that the results 
resemble natural rice grains in size, 
shape, and color. When Ultra Rice 
grains are blended with regular rice, 
they are nearly invisible.

Ultra Rice’s infi nite versatility is one 
of its best features. Th e Ultra Rice 
formula can be adapted to contain just 
the nutrients a population needs and 
to mimic the look of the local rice.
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Urgent opportunity; see back cover for details!

Ultra Rice is a registered trademark in the United States of Bon Dente International, Inc.



Dear friends,

I’m honored to welcome Vera Cordeiro, 
MD, to PATH’s board of directors. 
Dr. Cordeiro is internationally 
recognized for reaching a goal that 
is as practical as it is daunting—to help 
sick children by addressing the social 
and economic factors that lead to their 
poor health.

While working as a pediatrician at 
a public hospital in Rio de Janeiro, 

Dr. Cordeiro saw 
that children from 
poor families stopped 
recovering aft er 
leaving the hospital. 
Th eir parents lacked 
the means to prevent 
relapses of pneumonia, 
tuberculosis, and 
dysentery.

To break the cycle of 
poverty and disease, Dr. Cordeiro 
organized doctors, nurses, and 
Brazil’s volunteer sector, founding the 
organization Renascer (“rebirth”) to 
help families of hospitalized children 
get whatever they need—food, 
blankets, medicine, better sanitation, 
new income-generating skills—to aid 
children’s recovery.

Renascer’s fi rst headquarters were in 
a barn near the hospital, and even 
a donated gallon of milk sparked 
applause from volunteers. In just 
over a decade since that humble start, 
Renascer has directly assisted more 
than 1,900 families and has mentored 
13 other organizations that are 
collaborating with public hospitals 
all over Brazil.

Renascer’s success is a direct result of 
Dr. Cordeiro’s heart, vision, persistence, 
and acumen. We’re thrilled that she 
will lend her experience and talents to 
our work!

Ultra Rice gets cooking
Ultra Rice was once just a light 
bulb above the head of the late food 
scientist and inventor Dr. James Cox, 
whose food technology company, 
Bon Dente International, is based a 
little north of PATH’s headquarters, 
in Bellingham, Washington. Aft er 
successfully producing vitamin 
A-fortifi ed Ultra Rice, Bon Dente 
International donated the patent to 
PATH, recognizing that we could 
bring the technology to those who 
need it most.

From there our experts in food 
science and nutrition experimented 
with other nutrients and adjusted 
the Ultra Rice formulas for highest 
nutrient delivery, longest shelf life, 
and lowest cost. PATH staff  with 
experience in international policy 
and technology commercialization 
began to assess the landscape: 
Where can Ultra Rice do the most 
good? What will it take to get 
it through the local regulatory 
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From the President

Christopher J. Elias, MD, MPH
President

process? Which commercial partners 
can help us get Ultra Rice to market?

From the factory to the bowl
Our fi rst success was in Colombia. 
We licensed the technology to a rice 
miller and worked with a local pasta-
maker to set up an effi  cient process 
for manufacturing large quantities 
of high-quality Ultra Rice grains. 
Th e miller blends the Ultra Rice 
grains with local rice and provides 
the mix to public-sector programs, 
in addition to marketing it as a for-
profi t product. Ultra Rice currently 
reaches more than 66,000 poor 
schoolchildren daily through 
a school lunch program.

We’re also working to introduce 
versions of Ultra Rice in Brazil, 
China, and India—and wherever 
there are nutritional defi ciencies in 
rice-consuming communities. Th ere 
are literally billions of rice consumers 
in the world who need the nutritional 
benefi ts that Ultra Rice products can 
deliver at low cost.•

Board member 
Vera Cordeiro, MD

Ultra Rice “grains” can be manufactured to contain the nutrients a population needs and to match the 
look of the local rice.
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Steve Davis, MA, JD, USA
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Christopher Hedrick, USA

Vincent McGee, USA
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Leadership Council

Steve Davis, MA, JD, Corbis (chair)

Lisa B. Cohen, freelance broadcast producer

Molly Joel Coye, MD, MPH, Th e Health 
Technology Center

Stan Emert, Symetra Financial

Jack Faris, PhD, Washington Biomedical and 
Biotechnical Association

Michele Hasson, community volunteer

Christopher Hedrick, Intrepid Learning Solutions

Anne Marie MacPherson, MA, Th e Collins Group

Vincent McGee, donor advisor

Karen M. Porterfi eld, ACFRE, Porterfi eld Consulting

Erick Rabins, Dentigenix

Judy Rea, community volunteer

Cynthia Staff ord, community volunteer

Richard S. Swanson, Hillis Clark Martin & Peterson

Sri M. Th ornton, JD, Th e Commerce Bank 
of Washington

Dennis Torres, UW Medicine

path’s mission 

is to improve 

the health of people 

around the world by 

advancing technologies, 

strengthening systems, 

and encouraging 

healthy behaviors. 

In Brief

Ms. Nane Annan
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Our supporters are visionaries
Many thanks to all who attended our fi rst annual Breakfast for Global Health 
in Seattle. More than 120 of you gathered to learn about PATH and converse 
with our international staff  and board members. Your gift s helped us raise 
nearly $150,000 in fl exible funds for work that bridges the gap between what 
the world could be doing and what it is doing. In addition, Tad Lhamon 
presented a $50,000 bequest from his late father, long-time PATH supporter 
George Lhamon. Th is generous gift  has been added to our endowment, 
where it will continue to earn fl exible funds in perpetuity. Flexible funds are 
essential to our work—thank you for recognizing that you are the catalyst, 
and welcome to 45 new donors!

PATH-sponsored UN event spotlights microbicides
“It seems that all the inequalities between 
men and women are brought to a 
head in the face of AIDS,” said Nane 
Annan, artist, lawyer, and spouse of UN 
Secretary-General Kofi  Annan, at the 
New York opening of the photography 
exhibit Giving Women Power Over AIDS. 

“Many women are infected by their 
husbands or partners or as a result of 
violence and coercion.”

Th e one-month stopover of the exhibit 
at the United Nations building was 
sponsored by the Global Campaign 

for Microbicides. Microbicides are topical products that will give women 
the power to protect themselves against HIV. As secretariat of the Global 
Campaign, PATH supports eff orts to increase awareness of microbicides 
among world leaders and others who can help move microbicides from 
research to reality.

Opportunities to engage
Are you up to speed on global health? Th e issues are many and complex, and 
their solutions require intention and action by all the citizens of the world. 
Increase your understanding by tuning in this fall.

Starting November 1, PBS will air Rx for Survival, a six-part series on 
global health that will be narrated by Brad Pitt. Th e series is part of a 
larger campaign designed to turn America’s attention to the challenges and 
possibilities of improving health around the world.

PATH off ers a regular series of special events for our Associates, annual 
donors of $1,000 or more. We are off ering two upcoming global health 
seminars at our Seattle headquarters:

•  “Malaria Vaccines: How PATH and the World’s Largest Philanthropy 
Changed the Holy Grail of Vaccine Development into an Achievable 
Quest,” October 13, 5:30 pm.

•  “Cervical Cancer in the Developing World: Personal Tragedies, Public 
Health Opportunities,” October 27, 5:30 pm.

For more information or to reserve a seat, please contact Ashley Cafaro at 
associates@path.org or 206.788.2472.•



Now is the hour
PATH is one of ten organizations 
chosen as fi nalists for the 
Amazon.com Nonprofi t Innovation 
Award, which honors organizations 
whose work is not only eff ective 
but unique.

PATH was selected from a fi eld of 
nearly 1,000 organizations because we 
create practical solutions to the most 
critical global health issues: better 
protection against HIV, new ways to 
deliver lifesaving vaccines, training 
for health care workers in the world’s 
remotest regions.

Your donation to PATH is a vote, as 
well as a contribution to our work. 
All ten fi nalists are accepting online 
donations to win the award—but only 
through the end of September. Each 
will keep the donations they raise, but 
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Making a difference

only the organization 
that has collected 
the greatest amount 
will receive up to $1 
million in matching 
funds and the award.

Whether you are 
giving to PATH for 
the fi rst time, the only 
time, or as part of 
continuing support of 
our organization, now 
is the hour. 

Make a gift  to PATH 
on the Amazon.com website by going 
to www.path.org/amazon.php. Place 
your vote before time runs out! Help 
us open this single door to a thousand 
new opportunities for real, sustainable 
change in the developing world.•

Donate at www.path.org/
amazon.php and help us win 
$1 million and the Amazon.com 
Nonprofi t Innovation Award.
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