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And now, the world’s poorest 
countries may get the same important 
protection against rotavirus: This 
past summer, the World Health 
Organization recommended that all 
countries vaccinate children against 
the disease, a decision informed by 
new data from studies conducted by 
PATH and our partners.

In Kenya, PATH is working directly 
with communities to tackle barriers 
to good health. In Korogocho, a 
Nairobi slum, we tested a simple water 
treatment device that kills dangerous 
microbes. Now, the neighborhood’s 

Closing 
the gap in 
children’s 
health
Florence Weke-sa still remembers the 
long-ago week she spent desperately 
nursing her son back to health. 
Sickened with severe diarrhea, the boy 
was weak and dehydrated, close to 
death. Florence felt helpless to make 
him better. What power did she have 
to reverse this potentially fatal illness?

In a rich country, Florence’s son 
would get the treatment he needed 
before the diarrhea advanced. 
Doctors and hospitals would 
be ready to treat dehydration or 
prescribe antibiotics, catching the 
sick child in a safety net of care for 
an illness that all children face. 

But in Kenya, where Florence spent 
days by her son’s side willing him to 
improve, clinics and communities 
don’t have the information or 
resources to quickly put a stop to 
diarrhea. There, young children are  
hit the hardest—diarrhea is the second 
leading killer of children under five. 
As in many developing countries, 
communities in Kenya lack adequate 
sanitation systems, safe drinking water, 
and access to basic health services, 
leaving parents unable to protect their 
children from diarrheal disease. 

PATH is finding ways to reduce this 
gap in children’s health between 
rich and poor nations and improve 
communities’ responses to diarrheal 

disease. We’re taking a multifaceted 
approach: advancing cost-effective 
vaccines and technologies, providing 
technical assistance to improve health 
systems and behaviors, and helping 
countries integrate interventions such 
as zinc treatment and hand washing 
into clinics and communities.

Successes in Nicaragua  
and Kenya
In Nicaragua and Kenya—two areas 
with a great need for lifesaving 
answers—effective solutions are 
beginning to take hold. In 2006, 
PATH helped Nicaragua introduce 
a new vaccine against rotavirus, the 
most common and lethal form of 
diarrhea. Today, the diarrhea wards of 
Nicaragua’s hospitals are nearly empty, 
a sign that fewer children are suffering 
from severe diarrhea.

PA
TH

/Ja
ni

e H
ay

es

“Diarrhea is still here—but it is no longer killing,” says Florence Weke-sa, mother and spokesperson for children’s 
health. Your support makes programs like the one that helped Florence possible.

Double your impact
Gifts matched through
October 12! See page 2 for 
more information.

Continued inside



Spotlight

Safe water in Korogocho 
In the Korogocho slum, just north of 
Nairobi, Kenya, more than 100,000 
people live in less than one square 
mile. The water used for drinking 
and cooking is also used for  
waste disposal—and bathing, for 
livestock as well as people. Illness, 
including serious diarrheal disease 
among children and adults alike,  
is the result.

With help from you, PATH is finding 
a way to make that water safer. 
With a small amount of innovation 
funding, we set out to find a way 
to provide safer, cleaner water to a 
community within the slum, as a 
pilot for other communites with the 
same issues.

A Seattle 
collaborator helped 
us develop and test a 
technology called an 
electrochlorinator 
to find out whether 
it could meet the 
community’s need. 
The device uses salt, 
water, and a small 
amount of electricity 
(even from a car 
battery) to produce 

a chlorine solution, an effective way 
to purify water.

Community members used the 
technology to purify water for 
themselves. Then they began selling 
clean water to their neighbors, 
providing economic as well as  
health benefits to a group very  
much in need.

In December 2008, the first 
purchase—20 liters of water for one 
Kenyan shilling—launched a test of 
the new system and real progress 
toward a solution for clean water. 
That’s the impact of innovation 
funding—and the impact of  
your support.

citizens use the device to produce clean water for themselves and their 
neighbors and earn a small income (see sidebar this page).

In communities around the country, we hold workshops for health workers, 
caregivers, and local leaders on practical methods to keep themselves and 
their children healthy—things like breastfeeding, hand washing, and using 
oral rehydration solution and zinc treatment to prevent serious illness. 

Advocating for the health of all children
Florence took part in one of PATH’s workshops last year, and it opened 
her eyes to the options for slowing diarrheal disease’s dangerous spread—
options she didn’t have when her son was sick.

Thankfully, her son survived. Today Florence is a powerful advocate for 
other children in her community. As the only woman on her district 
municipal council, she speaks to groups of parents and community leaders 
every week to spread awareness about how they can protect children from 
severe illness, how they can avoid the anguish she felt with her own son.

Your support helps us continue to find solutions that give children in poor 
countries an equal chance to grow up healthy. Together, we are leading the 
charge for a healthier world. •

Continued from front page

Your chance to make a change
You can help us reach more people like Florence 
and more communities like those in Kenya and 
Nicaragua. Make a gift at www.path.org or use 
the enclosed envelope to support PATH’s work.

Make a gift by October 12, and your impact can 
double, through a challenge from the McKinstry 
Company Charitable Foundation! All gifts to 
PATH’s Catalyst Fund will be matched dollar for 
dollar, up to a total of $50,000.
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Today, Nicaragua’s diarrhea wards are nearly empty, thanks to new solutions introduced by the 
government with PATH’s support.



In Brief

Sign up for  
Bridging the Gap
To receive regular email updates 
on PATH’s projects, the impact of 
your support, and the latest and 
best ideas in global health, send 
an email request to  
development@path.org.

Contact us
For information about upcoming 
events, contact events@path.org. 
For questions about giving 
opportunities or other feedback, 
contact Jan Jacobs, director of 
Donor Relations, at  
jajacobs@path.org or 
206.788.2431.

Board of Directors

Dean Allen, USA (treasurer)
Supamit Chunsuttiwat, MD, MPH, Thailand
Awa Marie Coll-Seck, MD, PhD, Senegal
Vera Cordeiro, MD, Brazil (vice chair)
Molly Joel Coye, MD, MPH, USA (chair)
Steve Davis, MA, JD, USA
Alex Chika Ezeh, PhD, MSc, Nigeria
George Gotsadze, MD, PhD, Republic of Georgia
Eivor Halkjaer, Sweden
Vincent McGee, USA
Kevin Reilly, MBA, USA
Jay Satia, PhD, India (secretary)
Christopher J. Elias, MD, MPH, USA (ex officio)

path’s mission 

is to improve  

the health of people  

around the world by  

advancing technologies, 

strengthening systems,  

and encouraging  

healthy behaviors. 

Your news, your choice
You help us make the news—now you can 
choose how to get it. PATH has expanded 
our online presence to give you more 
options for staying connected, creating 
a dedicated stream of information for 
people who care about global health.  
Find us on Facebook (www.facebook
.com/PATHglobalhealth) and Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/PATHtweets) for global 
health news and the latest from PATH.

Workplace giving:  
a simple way to increase 
your impact
Americans donate $4.8 billion to charity each year through workplace giving 
campaigns. That’s a lot of impact—and one of the easiest ways to give. You 
choose how much and how often, and the donation is made directly through 
payroll. Many employers will even match your gift, increasing your impact. 
Last year, we were able to put an extra $60,000 toward our work—thanks 
entirely to donors who asked their employers to match their gifts!

Interested in donating to PATH through your workplace—or need to 
renew your annual commitment this fall? Contact your human resources 
department for more information.

Breakfast guests shine again
Our deepest thanks to the almost 800 people who gathered in PATH’s 

“transformed” parking garage for the 2009 Breakfast for Global Health.  
Our guests contributed a stunning total of $561,509 toward innovative 
solutions for countries around the world. Visit www.path.org for highlights 
from the event.

Flu shots travel around the world
In May and June, PATH helped to launch the largest-ever influenza vaccine 
study in Africa. With our partners, we vaccinated nearly 8,000 children in 
Senegal to determine whether a vaccine that is already given to children 
in many other countries can offer protection against influenza in Africa’s 
tropical regions. The study results will be important for controlling severe 
influenza, which sickens millions of people each year and causes as many as 
half a million deaths annually.

The story of your support: our 2008 annual report
PATH’s 2008 annual report is now available, highlighting the incredible 
impact of your support. For the first time, we’ve published our report online 
as well as in print, at www.path.org/annual-report/2008/. It’s a move that 
makes both economic and environmental sense, allowing us to dedicate 
additional resources to our work and save paper, ink, and trees. We hope  
you enjoy it. And thank you, again, for everything you do to make our  
work possible! •

Facebook and Twitter keep PATH 
supporters in the loop.
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PATH receives top 
humanitarian prize
We are thrilled to announce that 
PATH has received the coveted 
Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Prize, 
the world’s largest humanitarian prize. 
Often compared to the Nobel Prize, 
the Hilton Prize each year recognizes 
one organization that is significantly 
alleviating human suffering. We are 
humbled to be this year’s recipient.

“Bringing new ideas and technologies 
to the toughest global health 
challenges and scaling them up at 
low prices, often hand-in-hand with 
the private sector, PATH is having 
a profound impact on the health 
and quality of life of millions of 
men, women, and children around 
the world,” said Steven M. Hilton, 
president and CEO of the Conrad N. 
Hilton Foundation, which presents  
the award. 

International jurors were impressed 
by PATH’s record of innovation, our 
keen grasp of potential transformative 
solutions, and our ability to get 
affordable products into developing 
markets. PATH was one of more than 
200 nominees for the prize. Previous 
recipients include Partners in Health 
and Doctors Without Borders.

“PATH is honored to be selected for 
the prestigious Hilton Humanitarian 
Prize,” said Dr. Christopher J. Elias, 
PATH’s president and CEO. 

PATH will use the $1.5 million 
award as innovation capital to 
support new initiatives in areas that 
we have identified as critical to our 
mission: accelerating innovation 
in development and introduction 
of health technologies, bringing to 
scale essential health solutions and 
programs, and expanding our field 
presence, especially in Africa.

We are grateful to you, our donors, for 
your strong commitment to PATH’s 
work, which has played a vital role in 
advancing our mission. The Hilton 
Prize is a tribute to your generosity 
and values, as well as to the day-to-day 
work of PATH’s staff and colleagues 
around the world. •

On a visit to PATH’s in-house product development 
shop, Steven M. Hilton, president and CEO of the 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, examines our “cycle 
tester”—a machine used to evaluate the durability 
of a one-size-fits-most female diaphragm.
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