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 “The difference between whether or not a child survives rotavirus — the most common and fatal 

diarrheal disease — often comes down to geography,” said Dr. Samba Ousmane Sow, associate 

professor of medicine at the University of Maryland School of Medicine. “Children in developing 

countries in Africa are more likely to die from rotavirus and the severe dehydration it can lead to than 

children in countries such as the U.S. simply because they lack access to the medical care needed to 

prevent and treat rotavirus.  By making rotavirus vaccines widely available to children around the world, 

we can change this.” 

 

For more information, please visit http://www.path.org/news/pr090605-who-rotavirus.php. 

  

To schedule a phone interview with Dr. Samba Ousmane Sow, please contact: 
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