SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF GHANA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Phone: +233-21-500388/020 8131031 P O Box LG13
Fax: +2833-21-517501 ﬂn Legon-Accra

Cable: UNIVGhana GHANA
E-mail: fred.binka@gmail.com ’%%‘

fbinka@ug.edu.gh

My Ref. No.

Your Ref. No.

Statement from Professor Fred Binka on the World Health Organization (WHO)
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) Decision to Approve Rotavirus Vaccines for
Global Use

Embargoed for release: June 5, 2009 10:00 am CET; 4:00 am EST

“While most people may not be familiar with the term ‘rotavirus,” whether they realize it or not,
by age three, almost every person has had it. In the developing world, rotavirus is one of the
leading causes of death in children under age five,” said Professor Fred Binka, project manager
for the INDEPTH Malaria Clinical Trials Alliance, epidemiology professor and Dean of the
University of Ghana School of Public Health. “Now, we can change this. The WHO's
recommendation on the global use of rotavirus vaccines allows developing nations in Africa and
Asia, where the threat of rotavirus and diarrheal disease is significant, to apply for GAVI Alliance
funding to incorporate the vaccines into their national immunization programs. The widespread
introduction of safe and effective rotavirus vaccines can dramatically reduce the needless
deaths associated with this lethal disease. ”

For more information, please visit http://www.path.org/news/pr090605-who-rotavirus.php.

To schedule a phone interview with Professor Fred Binka, please contact:

Paul Quirk
+1-202-572-2879; +1-202-549-5394 (cell)
paul.quirk@gmmb.com

Jen Farber
+1-202-572-2878; +1-202-277-6089 (cell)
jen.farber@gmmb.com

Hit



